Mission Statement: 

The mission of the Battered Women’s Shelter is to lead the community in the prevention of domestic abuse by providing emergency shelter, advocacy and education throughout Summit and Medina County, all in an effort to break the cycle of abuse and help promote peace in every family

Agency Description: 

The Battered Women’s Shelter of Summit and Medina Counties offers many programming options for women and men who have been victimized through domestic violence.  From our shelter options to our support groups, we aim to provide support and education to the persons who need it most. We also provide community outreach and education to area organizations and schools.

History of Battered Women’s Shelter and the Shelter Movement

Notable Moments in Domestic Violence History
753 B.C.:

During the reign of Romulus in Rome, wife beating is accepted and condoned under the Laws of Chastisement. Under these laws, the husband has the absolute right to “physically discipline his wife”. These laws gave the husband the right to beat his wife with a switch or rod as long as it was no greater than the girth of a man’s thumb; hence, “the rule of thumb” came about. The rule is used throughout history.

Middle Ages:

Husbands beat their wives regularly and priests advise the wives to “win their husbands good will through increased obedience and devotion.” A medieval theological manual reads, “Castigate his wife and beat her for correction…” 

1500’s:

Laws state, “a husband can not be guilty of rape committed by himself upon his wife, for by their mutual contract, she has given consent and can not retract that”. Early settlers in America give permission to husbands to beat their wives using the old “rule of thumb” guide.

1800’s:

John Stuart writes “The Subjection of Women” but waits 8 years to publish it because he doesn’t think the public is ready for it. In it he asks parliament to reform divorce laws to allow women to divorce on the grounds of violence and cruelty. In 1895, England’s The Married women’s Property Act in England makes conviction for assault sufficient grounds for divorce. 

1900-1960:

The first Family Court is developed in Buffalo, NY in 1914. A French court rules that a man does not have the right to beat (prior to this, Napoleonic code is dominant stating that “like a walnut trees, a woman should be beat every day). In the late 50’s the civil rights movement lays ground work for the feminist movement. 

1967-1976:

The state of Maine opens one of the first shelters in the United States in 1967. Feminist groups all over the country speak up and organize to help domestic violence survivors and sexual assault victims. In 1975 the National Organization for women declares martial violence a major issue

1978:

Department of Housing and Urban Development includes specific language into it’s funding reaffirming shelters are eligible for funding. Rape Crisis Centers in 20 states join the National Coalition Against Sexual Assault. Battered Women’s Shelter start to pop up in major cities. They have started with a single line being answered by former victims of domestic violence and they look to house women in their own homes, churches, or move them to other people’s homes (an underground railroad of types).

1980’s:

More demands for service is placed on grassroots organizations and they can no longer function with funding. Title XX money becomes available for domestic violence shelters. In 1984 the victim’s of Crime Act is passed, advocates speak up and in 1988 the act is amended requiring states to make awards to victims of domestic violence. 

1990’s:

The U.S. Surgeon General ranks abuse by husbands to be the leading cause of injury to women aged 15-44. In 1993, the United Nations recognizes domestic violence as international human rights issue. In 1994 congress passes the Violence Against Women Act, creating more government funding for Rape Crisis Centers and Battered Women’s Shelters. In 1995, OJ Simpson is acquitted for the murder of Nicole Brown-Simpson and Ron Goldman. In 1996, it estimated that there are 1,800 Battered Women’s Shelters across the United States.

The Shelter Movement:
The movement to protect battered women began in England about 40 years ago, when a woman gave shelter to prostitutes who had no place to go after being beaten by their pimps. Talks with her friends revealed that other ladies, “nice ladies”, were also beaten by their husbands or partners. Interpersonal violence began to be “talked about.” Chiswick Women’s Aid, the first identified shelter, opened in 1971. 

The first safe havens for battered women in the United States sprang up around 1964 and were converted rooms in homes. In 1972, the first shelters were established for battered women in California. The Women’s Advocate in St. Paul, Minnesota, also started the first hotline for battered women. Today there are well over 1,000 shelters, and the number continues to grow.

Local History:
In 1976, a group of women began gathering to discuss the community need of DV assistance, and how they could help.  At that time, the terms “domestic violence”, “family violence”, and “domestic dispute” were not commonly used by human services professionals or laypersons.  The talk turned to “Court Watch” programs, and to the idea of sheltering victims in the homes of volunteers.  They had a vision for a stand-alone shelter with the capacity to respond to the needs of women and children fleeing abusive situations; however, available finances disallowed that vision to come to fruition. In May 1977, the group incorporated, and became known as the Akron Task Force on Battered Women.

Just prior to the group’s incorporation, in February, 1977, the soon-to-be-named task force opened an office at the Akron YMCA, where phone referrals and drop-in support were offered to women in crisis.  In addition to the YMCA, other community organizations and professionals lent aid to the task force.  Among those were Judge Judy Nicely, of the Domestic Relations Court, Jerry Egan, of the City of Akron Planning Department, the agency currently known as Greenleaf Family Services, and the Victim’s Assistance Program.

During the 1980’s, a myriad of changes began to shape the landscape of the organization.  In January of 1980, a 24-hour hotline was established, and the task force rented a large home, to be used as a shelter.  In 1981, the Task Force legally became known as the Battered Women’s Shelter (BWS), and began providing case management and crisis intervention services. These services continue to be the hallmark of our organization.  Finally, in 1986, BWS purchased the Step II Transitional Facility, which remains in operation, and houses women who remain linked with case management and planning services.  

The 1990’s brought an expansion of agency services, including Legal Advocacy, the Family Violence Court, One Safe Night, and additional community support groups.  As well, a toll-free hotline number was implemented for Summit County residents.  During 1997, the Step III transitional housing program opened, which continues to provide two years of comprehensive support to DV victims in 15 sites in Summit County.

Since the beginning of the new millennium the Medina Shelter has opened, the Family Stability Program was created, in collaboration with Akron Children’s Hospital, the Children Who Witness Violence Program was initiated, and BWS opened its doors to the Rape Crisis Center of Medina and Summit Counties.  Additionally, through the efforts of BWS and others, the SAFE program, and Family Violence Court were developed.  On a community outreach basis, the GLBT community has been served through shelter and support groups, the minority community has benefited from increased awareness and outreach efforts, and THOUSANDS of domestic violence survivors have been served. 

Battered Women’s Shelter Services:
24-hour toll free hotline services

Emergency shelter

Emergency food, clothing and transportation

Court Advocacy

Case management

Youth Advocacy

Children Who Witness Violence Program

Community Education

Transitional Housing

Community Support Groups

Below is an overview of each of our programs, which will be discussed in detail:

CRISIS CENTERS: 

Our crisis centers operate in both Summit and Medina Counties, and provide emergency protective shelter in a supportive environment for women and their children fleeing an abusive situation. 

The centers in both counties are at confidential locations. Our shelters are home-like environments where staff work diligently to keep residents safe from their abusers. Trained staff are available 24 hours a day to answer our hotline, provide crisis intervention, develop and review safety planning, and to help callers explore their options. Domestic violence victims who call our hotline and need protective shelter have the option of staying in one of our shelters; however our staff’s main goal is to ensure that callers are safe – whether or not they choose to enter into shelter. In house, trained crisis intervention specialists staffed around the clock are there to provide a safe haven where women and children can receive support, education, emergency food, clothing, personal items and explore their options, as well as promote non-violent conflict resolution.


For male victims of domestic violence, the Battered Women's Shelter provides identical safe housing using local venues. Male victims are entered into these locations using alias names, to protect their identities. Employees from the shelter visit the men and provide case management, support, and education to help in planning their future.

Case management is available to assist residents in setting short-term goals needed to transition into a life of peace. Some of those goals may include finding employment, housing, child care, utilizing court advocacy, obtaining protection orders, seeking legal representation, counseling, financial assistance, healthcare and education.

Youth Advocates work with children and teens in shelter, providing individual and group support sessions. Through the use of modeling, advocates work with parents to teach age appropriate, non-violent forms of discipline, healthy communication and learn coping skills which are needed to successfully raise children.

Both in and out of shelter, residents can attend weekly support groups led by a trained facilitator. Each week, the facilitator discusses topics such as the cycle of abuse, signs of abuse and coping skills.

    
    Summit County Hotline (330) 374-1111

    Summit County Toll Free Hotline (888) 395-4357

    Medina County Hotline (330) 723-3900 

STEP II:

Step II shelter in Summit County, provides 48 beds to motivates residents who continue to strive towards self-sufficiency after leaving the Crisis Center. This secure, confidential, twelve unit apartment building, allows women and their children to feel one step closer to living independently in the community. Our 24-hour, on-site staff, interact with the residents as needed, and provide continued support and education. Residents are encouraged to sign releases of information, allowing staff to coordinate wrap-around services within the community. At times, services providers may come to the shelter to meet with clients on an as-needed basis.

Families may be provided with their own apartment, which enhances privacy and independence. The furnished apartments have a kitchen, bath, living room, and 1 - 3 bedrooms. Due to the amount of motivated women, at times it is necessary for some families and/or single women share apartments. When this occurs, staff consider the ages and sexes of the children who may be affected, and act appropriately, in consideration of family privacy. 

Most residents work towards a permanent life away from their abuser. Step II transitional shelter allows survivors the time to resume work on previously set goals, and the opportunity and to make new ones. During weekly case management sessions, women develop and review progress on case plans which focus on areas of their choosing; such as safety, housing, and employment. The Resource Room at Step II provides adult residents with a quiet place to study, obtain referrals, utilize a computer, and make business phone calls.

Children of Step II
Step II’s Youth Advocate provides support to families by ensuring that children's lives are minimally disrupted while in shelter. With respect to schooling, the advocate coordinates the best course of action regarding whether or not children are best served by staying in their local districts or transferring to a location closer to shelter. Children can choose to engage in individual tutoring programs, group field trips, weekly physical fitness activities, and more, in an attempt to assist in providing some normalcy to their previously-disrupted lives.

The Youth Advocate uses a nationally recognized program titled: 40 Developmental Assets, allowing children to learn about healthy lifestyles in everyday activities. Domestic violence, safety, and confidentially, are stressed with each child, helping them understand why they are in shelter and why friends and extended family are not able to visit. Children whose mothers are in the process of regaining custody are also permitted to visit and take part in the above mentioned activities.

How Long Can Someone Stay at Step II?

The Battered Women's Shelter understands the difficulties and struggles women endure while regaining their independence. Because of this, there is no limit of stay for Step II, as long as the residents are in need of protective shelter and are abiding by the shelter policies. The majority of women tend to utilize shelter services for approximately four months, and at times, due to safety concerns, have stayed up to a year. For those interested in continued support in achieving long term goals, requests to enter the Step III residential program can be made to their case manager.

Does Medina County Have a Step II?

Because of operational logistics in Medina County, no separate facility exists for Step II programming.  However, residents who enter into the Crisis Shelter in Medina County have the opportunity to enjoy an unlimited stay at that location, and are afforded the same programming and services as residents in the Summit County Step II program.  The requirements are the same – that residents adhere to house and program guidelines, and continue to progress towards independence.

STEP III:

In Summit County, Step III is BWS’s long term community based housing program. Clients who have successfully progressed in working towards their life goals during stays at the Crisis Center or Step II, or who have worked with our Family Stability Program, can ask to be referred to the Step III program. Step III helps clients gain independence and self-sufficiency by requiring program involvement, steady employment, and continuing education or non-traditional employment training. Reciprocally, BWS assists with rent and associated living expenses.

Scattered site apartments (chosen by the residents) are located throughout Summit County. Through HUD dollars, BWS is able to financially support the residents with EVERY EXPENSE THEY HAVE FOR A PERIOD OF UP TO TWO YEARS. Along with financial assistance, BWS provides regular case management and monthly self-determination workshops. Topics such as resume writing, interviewing skills, financial planning, health and wellness, energy saving tips for homes, career exploration, and empowerment, are just some life skills explored. 

The goal of Step III is to allow the residents to become emotionally and financially independent from the abuser and from government assistance during their time in the program. The residents choose the apartments or homes in locations where they wish to remain throughout their lives. Our staff slowly remove themselves from the women's lives as they become emotionally stronger and healthier. The financial support is incrementally lowered as the residents gain financial independence, begin to pay off debts, and direct personal earnings into a savings account. 

Any client threatened by violence during her Step III involvement is moved to the Crisis Center or Step II immediately. She remains in shelter until her continued safety is assured.

The Step III program is innovative in that BWS supportive services are slowly lessened, while the clients are permitted and encouraged to remain in their established residences. The structure allows for a smooth transition to independence, while simultaneously helping to ensure that residents are able to live self-confidently in a violence free environment.

To be eligible for Step III, a client must:

Have successfully participated in Battered Women's Shelter programs within the last 60 days. 

Have actively explored options for housing, including applying for Section 8 and AMHA. 

Have chosen to end the violent relationship through divorce, legal separation, protection order or other types of court action. 

Have acquired, and are currently attending, employment, education, counseling, and other independent living necessities. 
Have been referred by case manager to the Step III program.
CHILDREN WHO WITNESS VIOLENCE:

The Summit County Children Who Witness Violence program (CWWV) is a collaborative program with Akron Children’s Hospital. The target population is children birth to 18 who have been exposed to violence and reside in Summit County. The goal of the CWWV Program is to decrease the traumatic impact of witnessing violence by using home-based trauma focused services. The program uses a two-pronged approach to meeting its goal. The first component is crisis intervention and assessment services which are available 24 hours a day, seven days a week. The second component is on-going trauma support services, which includes individual counseling for the child, family counseling, and teaching parents how to parent a traumatized child. All services are voluntary, confidential, and free of charge.

Children enter the program in one of two ways—a traditional referral or immediate response to a crisis.

Referral: In the traditional method, a referral source calls the program office and provides information regarding the child being referred. Program staff contact the family, explain the program services, and schedule an appointment. A team of two Crisis Intervention Specialists (CIS) meet with the family to assess the situation and develop interventions designed to assist the child. Team members are housed at the Battered Women’s Shelter, Community Outreach Office.

Immediate response: This referral method is utilized by law enforcement and medical professionals. After receiving a call, a crisis intervention team is dispatched within 30 minutes.

Crisis Intervention Services

Collaborative partners for the Crisis Intervention Services are the Battered Women’s Shelter of Summit and Medina Counties and the Victim's Assistance Program. When children are referred to the program, they attend a series of meetings with a team of two Crisis Intervention Specialists (CIS), who are available to meet 24 hours a day, seven days a week in the child’s home, or another safe location. 
Typically, CIS will meet with the child three to five times. The main objective of these sessions is to resolve the crisis, normalize feelings, assess symptoms of trauma, and reduce and manage distress. Each visit typically lasts 60-90 minutes, although there is no set time limit. CIS staff will stay as long as the child and/or family is in need. While the CIS may meet with the family as often as necessary (especially if a death occurred as a result of the violence), typically, a  five-session approach is utilized, and consists of the following: 

Initial visit: The first visit focuses on gathering information regarding the precipitating incident and past experiences of violence; educating the caregiver about trauma and program services; obtaining signatures for a variety of forms; and meeting and giving the child a teddy bear, which are termed “care bears.” All children receive a “care bear,” even older children.

Second visit: The second visit consists of trust building between the CIS team and the child, including the use of a variety of “ice-breaking” techniques. The CIS team assesses the child for symptoms of trauma, and may begin to evaluate the need for ongoing support.

Third visit: The third visit begins or continues with the assessment process. Art and play interventions are introduced during this visit, as are methods to further reduce levels of distress. 

Fourth visit: The fourth visit concludes the assessment process, and recommendations related to the need for ongoing support services are discussed with the caregiver. The child continues to receive art and play interventions.

Fifth visit: The fifth visit serves as a transition meeting for those children who are referred for ongoing trauma support services (see next section). The on-going service provider will attend this meeting as well, thus assuring a seamless transition to the next level of care.

On-going Trauma Support Services

Collaborative partners for the on-going services component are Child Guidance/Family Solutions, Catholic Social Services, Blick Clinic, and Positive Paths. Children and families in need of on-going trauma support have the opportunity to receive parenting skills training, individual child counseling, and/or family counseling in their homes. On-going service providers meet with the children and/or families one to two times a week for one to two hours, over a period of three to six months. During these sessions, they use a variety of techniques, including cognitive-behavioral therapy, play therapy, and education.

Community-Based Education and Training

The program offers training to the public regarding issues around children witnessing violence, trauma, and trauma related issues.

Program website: https://www.akronchildrens.org/cwwv
COURT ADVOCACY:

Domestic Violence victims seeking legal remedies may contact BWS Court Advocates. The advocates can assist victims with filling out paperwork and filing protection orders. They can also explain legal options, accompany clients to hearings/trials in various courts throughout Summit and Medina Counties, and provide appropriate referrals. Advocates also provide support in police departments, prosecutor’s offices and at the BWS Community Outreach Office (which is located separately from shelter programs).

Court Advocates are trained in crisis intervention, with special emphasis on legal aspects, and rights of victims. They provide information on protection orders, victim compensation and support. Case management is available to every client as they move through the legal process.

Safety planning is an important part of what Court Advocates do with clients. Additionally, Advocates educate clients on the variety of other services the Battered Women’s Shelter provides.

It is important to note that advocates are not attorneys, and they do not provide legal advice or representation in court. However they can provide clients with referrals to practicing attorneys in their area.

Protection Orders

BWS Court Advocates assist clients in completing and filing protection orders, when necessary.  The purpose of a protection order is to direct the abuser not to harm, attempt to harm, threaten, follow, stalk, harass, force sexual relations upon or commit any other sexually oriented offenses against the victim.

A protection order provides certain relief to a victim. It requires that the abuser or “respondent” stay a certain amount of feet or yards away from the victim or “petitioner” named on the order. A petitioner can also request their children to be named as protected parties on the order. BWS Court Advocates assist clients not only in completing paperwork, they also support clients during this very difficult and oftentimes frightening time.

FAMILY STABILITY:

The Family Stability Program is currently available in Summit County, and is funded through the Summit County Department of Jobs and Family Services. Family Stability is a case management program that works with families in the community who are experiencing issues of domestic violence, whether emotional or physical. If clients have a protection order or are currently separated from the abuser, BWS is available to offer services.

Obtaining a protection order can provide much-needed safety and peace of mind to those who have experienced domestic violence. However obtaining a protection order or leaving an abusive relationship can also produce some unexpected hurdles. A protection order may cause some major changes that clients do not expect, including changes in family income, and in:

Transportation 

Housing

Employment, 

Family routines 

Support systems. 

Childcare may become an issue, especially if individuals are working, looking for employment, or are in school. If the abuser has been providing for the family financially, this may hinder the family income. The loss of income may disrupt the household finances. Safety also may still be an issue; however, BWS staff  work with individuals to create a safety plan that best fits you. 

The Family Stability Program provides the support, encouragement, information, education, and referrals necessary to calm the instability often caused by an abusive relationship. Case managers help identify barriers to self-sufficiency and help develop a goal plan to overcome those barriers. Families will be linked to appropriate community resources for additional assistance. Staff work to help clients  to obtain  relief in the following areas: 

Food 

Clothing 

Finding housing or rental assistance 

Utility Assistance 

Transportation

SUPPORT GROUPS:
BWS Support Groups provide the opportunity to be involved with other women experiencing common areas of concern and personal confusion. Support Groups offer emotional support, and provide information on various topics that help attendees find the necessary tools to cope and heal from a domestic violence situation. 

Groups are helpful because they:

Provide a safe space 

Decrease self-blame 

Decrease isolation 

Decrease denial and minimization of abuse 

Increase awareness of personal options 

Increase self-respect and autonomy 

Offer new learning provided by new members

Support groups are facilitated by trained employees, and are available throughout Summit and Medina Counties, Monday - Thursday, day and evening. For those women who must seek protective shelter, support groups are also held at various times in both counties domestic violence shelters. Groups are completely confidential–last names are not shared unless volunteered - what is said in the room stays in the room.

The purpose of the support group is to help attendees increase their knowledge of domestic violence and power and control issues, and to give them the  tools needed to cope, heal, and enhance self-esteem. 

OTHER PROGRAMMING:

Stop the Cycle/Early Intervention Program:

The Battered Women's Shelter offers two classes free of charge to any person living in Summit or Medina Counties. These educational programs are offered to help persons better understand specific aspects of domestic violence. Many individuals are referred to these classes by area Courts prior to dismissal or lifting of either a criminal Temporary Protection Order (TPO) or a Civil Protection Order (CPO). These classes are also often part of Children's Services Bureau's (CSB) case management plans:

The Early Intervention Program focuses on the dynamics of an abusive relationship. Common myths and the realities of domestic violence and the pervasiveness of domestic violence are examined. The cycle of violence and some of the behaviors characteristic of an abusive relationship are discussed. 

Stop the Cycle focuses on how children are affected by exposure to violence in the home. This class examines the effects of domestic violence on children of varying ages, and introduces positive coping techniques and parenting skills to help lessen the impact of the violence on the children.

Community Education:

BWS offers a community wide Outreach Program, which addresses topics including Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault, Healthy/Unhealthy Relationships, Shelter Services and Programs, Donation Drives and much more!

TINA PROJECT is a response to Ohio House Bill 19 requiring all schools in the state of Ohio to address dating violence prevention through education and policy. Grades 7th-12th can welcome BWS staff to facilitate classroom lectures and discussions which are age appropriate, non-threatening and tailored for students of any grade. Topics include Healthy and Unhealthy Relationships and Dating Violence. 

CHURCHES, BUSINESSES, CLUBS, AND GROUPS are also encouraged to schedule a speaker for any of their meetings, lunches, dinners, and trainings. Staff can also help kick off a donation drive with an educational speech and video. Topics for speaking engagements include:
Myths and Facts about domestic violence 

Services that are available 

Information about victims 

Information about offenders 

Effects of domestic violence on children 

Understanding the cycle of abuse 

How domestic violence effects the entire community 

Domestic violence and animal abuse

Family Violence Court (FVC):

Operating in conjunction with the Akron Municipal Court, Prosecutor's Office and Probation Department, the Public Defender's Office, Oriana House, Victim Assistance, Summit Psychological Associates, and the Battered Women's Shelter, the FVC program provides a heightened level of supervision and services to eligible misdemeanor Domestic Violence offenders and the intimate partners they've victimized. This program was developed for the first-time violent offender, and is a year long diversion program. 
Eligibility for the program is determined by Akron Municipal Court's Probation Department, and probation officers manage the offender. 

The Battered Women's Shelter provides a Legal Advocate to the victim identified in the FVC case, who maintains contact with her/him while the offender is in the FVC program. The advocate updates the victim of the offender's progress, including any noncompliance or sanctions. Advocates are also available to answer questions about the legal process, offer referrals to other beneficial services, assist with a 5-year Civil Protection Order (CPO), or to provide crisis intervention. Advocates also coordinate the Battered Women's Shelter's Early Intervention Program and Stop the Cycle classes, to which the survivor may be referred.

Take this opportunity to visit these websites to learn more:

www.scmcbws.org
www.ondv.org
Mission Statement:
The Rape Crisis Center of Medina and Summit Counties is committed to ending sexual assault through education and awareness, and to empower, support, and advocate for all those affected by this crime.

Agency Description:

The Rape Crisis Center of Medina and Summit Counties is a non-profit agency which serves sexual assault survivors and their loved ones.  We believe and empower survivors and co-survivors to heal and rebuild their lives.  Rape Crisis Center client services include: a 24-hour crisis hotline, information and referral for counseling and other social services, hospital and justice system advocacy, and in-office crisis intervention, education, and support.  All client services are based on the needs of the individual, provided free of charge, and confidential.  For the wider community, the Rape Crisis Center raises awareness about sexual violence, provides education and professional training, and offers multiple volunteer opportunities to support the work of the agency.

History of Rape Crisis and the Women's Movement:

In the 1960's and 1970's, radical social change was occurring in American culture. The civil rights movement and a second wave of feminism were blooming, and women across the United States were sharing their experiences with each other and with society in general.  It was through their efforts to increase awareness that their voices were heard for the first time. Their courage to share the experience of sexual assault and rape led to individual and community responses to try and meet the needs of survivors of sexual violence.

Rape crisis intervention was the result of breaking women's silence, and the first efforts to help survivors were informal and victim centered.  Some rape crisis centers began as weekly or monthly meetings in an advocate's home or local church.  Others were simply a telephone line in a basement dedicated to helping victims of sexual assault. A long-time rape crisis advocate described what early crisis intervention work entailed:

"We didn't have any plans or any books…but as we listened to the victims, we certainly got a sense of what was going to work and what wasn't. And so it was the victims themselves, I believe, that started this field and certainly it was the sexual assault field in the 70's that did it.” Janet Rench of Massachusetts
In the initial rape crisis movement, women donated their time and money to early organizational efforts.  Local businesses, churches and nonprofit organizations donated space, funding and staff.  Rape crisis advocates recognized that emotional crisis was one type of injury inflicted through a sexual assault.  Advocates focused on helping survivors rebuild their lives rather than focus on the justice system, where survivors were often mistreated.  Early rape crisis centers were shaped by need and circumstance, and when resources were lacking, it came down to the simple concept of women helping women.

Rape crisis advocates, along with other feminists, fought to change the treatment of women and victims of sexual assault. Women, by telling their stories, increased public awareness and encouraged other survivors to share their experiences to facilitate healing. In 1975, Susan Brownmiller's book, Against Our Will:  Men, Women and Rape, helped increase awareness and also re-conceptualized rape as a crime of violence and not passion. Advocates for rape reform sought to improve treatment of victims through educational efforts and legal change.  Training for law enforcement officials was offered to help police officers deal with the sensitive nature of personal assaults.  Self-defense classes were also offered as prevention programming. Legal advocates fought to expand the definition of rape to include marital rape.  They also fought to change the focus from a victim's behavior, including whether there was sufficient resistance or not, to the perpetrator's conduct.  Legal advocates also tried to increase conviction rates for perpetrators as well as create legislation to protect the rights of survivors. One of the most significant laws to be passed was the Rape Shield Law, which prevented victims from having to reveal their sexual histories during cross examination.  

Local History:
· In 1974, the Rape Crisis Center of Akron began as an all-volunteer hotline in the basement of an Akron woman's home.

· From 1976 through the early 1980's, the Rape Crisis Center worked independently, surviving on grants from the Law Enforcement Assistance Administration. This allowed the agency to hire a full-time director and a part-time staff member. The funding also led to the development of hospital advocacy and counseling programs which utilized volunteer staff.

· In 1982, the Rape Crisis Center merged with the YWCA in Akron. It remained as a program there for the next 23 years.

· In Medina County, in 1986, local women interested in the issue of sexual assault started a volunteer based Rape Crisis Center.

· After several years of struggling for funds to become a 501 C-3, the Battered Women’s Shelter took Medina Rape Crisis on as a program.

· In 2005, after the YWCA closed its doors, the Rape Crisis Center merged with the Medina County Rape Crisis Center to form the Rape Crisis Center of Medina and Summit Counties.

Rape Crisis Services:
Hospital Advocacy
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In partnership with health care professionals, Hospital Advocates provide support, information and referrals to sexual assault survivors and their loved ones during the medical exam and evidence collection process at health care facilities in Summit County.

Hospital Advocates respond to the hospital 24-hours a day, seven days a week to:
· Listen and offer emotional support to survivors and their loved ones

· Provide information on what to expect as a survivor or co-survivor of sexual assault

· Stay with the survivor for as much or as little of the exam as the survivor chooses

· Facilitate communication between the survivor and allied professionals

· Inform the survivor of his or her rights as a victim of crime

· Help the survivor plan for his or her safety upon discharge from the health care facility

· Assist the survivor in obtaining comfortable clothing to go home in when necessary

· Offer referrals to other social service agencies

A Hospital Advocate will NOT:

· Make decisions for the survivor

· Pressure the survivor to take any one path to healing

· Give medical or legal advice

· Share any information about the survivor or the survivor's situation without his or her knowledge and consent

Hospital Advocacy services are confidential and provided free of charge to sexual assault survivors 

14 years of age and older and their loved ones.Top of Form
24 Hr Hotline
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Advocates are available 24-hours a day, 7 days a week to provide anonymous support, crisis intervention, information and referrals to survivors, their loved ones, and the community.

Trained Hotline Advocates:
· Are always available to talk with survivors and co-survivors about their thoughts and feelings

· Give emotional support

· Provide information about sexual assault, sexual abuse and rape

· Talk with survivors and co-survivors about the process of healing from sexual violence

· Give accurate information about the medical and legal processes to aid survivors in making their own decisions

· Offer referrals for other social services
· RCC Summit: 330-434-7273                                                                                                                                 Toll Free RCC Summit/ Medina:1-877-906-7273
Bottom of Form

Court Advocacy

Some sexual assault survivors choose to pursue legal action through the civil or criminal judicial system.  Rape Crisis has Justice System Advocates who provide emotional support and education during what can be a lengthy and confusing process.  RCC Justice System Advocacy services are survivor-centered and available in any Summit or Medina County Common Pleas (County) or Municipal (City) Courtroom.  Rape Crisis can help in the following ways (and more!):
· Explaining how the legal process works and the meaning of legal terminology.

· Providing directions on how to physically locate different court rooms.

· Providing emotional support during meetings with law enforcement, prosecutors, and at all court proceedings.

· Teaching survivors how to access Web information regarding their legal cases.

· Educating survivors on their rights as crime victims, which includes the following information: including protection orders, Victim Information and Notification Everyday (the VINE program that notifies victims about the status of incarcerated inmates) and the Ohio Crime Victim Compensation Program, which reimburses for some of the financial losses due to the assault.

Support
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All Rape Crisis services are confidential and free of charge.  The Rape Crisis Center does not advocate any one method or path to healing.  Our philosophy is that sexual assault survivors are not to blame.  Survivors deserve support and healing.  We empower survivors in decision making by providing accurate information, offering emotional support and by backing survivors in choices made. We listen, validate and help survivors explore their options through the following programs:
Face-to-Face Advocacy: We meet one-on-one with survivors and/or their loved ones in our Summit and Medina County offices to provide education and support regarding sexual assault.  This is not a clinical service but instead an opportunity to gain support and helpful information for a period of up to six sessions.  Survivors can share their feelings in a safe environment and have their questions answered.  We can also make referrals to counseling agencies as needed.
Support Groups: The Rape Crisis Center offers support and education groups for survivors of sexual assault ages 18 years and older.  These groups are led by experienced staff and involve learning activities that help sexual assault survivors explore their feelings while also gaining new coping skills.  Survivors have the opportunity to connect with others who have been through similar experiences, therefore, reducing their isolation and feelings of shame and guilt.
Community Outreach

Rape and Sexual Assault are not necessarily deemed proper dinner conversation topics. The subject matter can make some   a little uneasy.  They are not warm and fuzzy conversation starters. This is precisely why Community Outreach is essential to the Rape Crisis Center of Medina and Summit Counties.

Oftentimes, it is assumed that rape and sexual assault only change the lives of the survivor.  What we know to be true is that rape and sexual assault does change the lives of immediate family, friends and the community at large.

Our goal is to raise awareness by gleaning every opportunity to provide support and education to any individual that will bend an ear and at every venue that will provide an audience.  Literally, every day, an RCC staff person will provide support to a survivor, parent, co-worker, neighbor, social service provider, emergency services personnel, or spouse of someone whose life has been altered by way of rape and sexual assault.  However, we could not accomplish our work without opportunities presented by the public.

Your generosity allows us to speak in your classrooms, boardrooms, lunchrooms, meeting halls and churches.  Let's continue to develop and nurture these relationships born out of necessity. Our success is yours!

Presentations

The Rape Crisis Center of Medina and Summit Counties (RCC) presents on numerous topics associated with Rape and Sexual Assault. Your group or organization is able to choose from established programming that is reflective of and addresses the complexity and sensitivity of sexual assault. Presentations can be tailored to fit time requirements as well as the age of attendees. Topics have included but are not limited to the following subject matters:

Personal Boundaries 101 (30-40 min)

Web Shy in a Cyber World (30-40 min)

GLBTQ "Reach" OUT Initiative (30-40 min)

Disabilities Awareness (30-40 min)

Understanding Sex Role Stereotypes (45 min)

What's it Like to be Female and Male (45min)

Has Your Relationship Gone Bad? (45min)

Alcohol and Sexual Violence (45-55 min)

Styles of Communication (45 min)

Qualities of a Healthy Relationship (45-60min)

Making Decisions About Sexual Intimacy (45-60min)

RCC offers free specialized training to emergency service providers (peace officers, EMT, fire fighters) social service agencies and businesses.  Presentations are tailored to client need and take into consideration if the client would like time allocated for feedback and discussion. All RCC staff present.  Further, the RCC Speakers Bureau and RCC interns are active in disseminating educational materials throughout both counties as driven by community need.

Topics for these presentations include:

Working With Your Local Rape Crisis Center

Collaborating to Serve Sexual Assault Survivors

Preservation of Evidence in Sexual Assaults

Responding to Sexual Assault Calls

Sexual Assault in the Workplace

Take this opportunity to visit these websites to learn more:
www.rccmsc.org
www.RAINN.org 
