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It is not an occasion that just anyone would vievaa “It is also important that people understand thecept of
cause for celebration. However, in light of thetbiy of  how a child might be witnessing violence ,” offé&aix.

the Children Who Witness Violence Program, this “Of course there is the visual, which we all teadHink of.
benchmark of serving its one-thousandth child cowigs But there is also what the child might hear, athencase of
a true sense of relief and accomplishment. domestic violence.” Faix explained. “If a

child hears his mother getting hurt from be-
hind a closed door, you can just imagine what
their little imagination is doing with that.”

The relief comes from knowing that the
intense planning for this program was not dd
in vain. “Two years planning before the pro-
gram ever offered direct service tofitst : “There is also what we call aftermath.” Faix
child,” says Edyie Faix, Program Manager ¢ explained that aftermath is perhaps not being
the Children Who Witness Violence Program. aware of the actual violence happening, but
seeing the injuries the next day, or hearing tlyengron the
phone with a friend, or listening to the disturbiegounting
of the event with the police or on a hotline. Aofithese
ways that violence is witnessed by children hasits@wn

to impact their lives on so many levels.

The accomplishment comes from knowing that in thst ¢
three years since intervention has been offereet, ov
one-thousand children have been able to get help wi
some traumatic and violent events in their lives.

“The program was born from the Youth Vio-
lence Council which is made up of commuf
nity members from many area agencies w
deal with family violence,” Faix explained.
The council convened to pinpoint a cause
and provide intervention for a measurable “Because of the variety of tools we are able to
rise in youth violence, particularly in pre- : use right away with children of all ages: draw-
teen and young teen age groups. Afterm{ __ —— |ing, writing, play therapy, we’re able to give

ing for a time, the council decided that there those children some power over the situation in
was a need for direct and on-going services fddcdm a relatively short amount of time after the violerias hap-
who witness violence resulting from some form afnir  pened. They might not be able to talk about it,tbey can
nal activity. express their emotions in other ways. And lomythey
ever,” beamed Faix. Inserted in this articleafew pic-
tures done by children just hours after their wsBirg
experience.

The program serves children from infancy to 17
years of age, depending on the circumstances ¢
the event and the length of time the child will
need on-going services.

Funding for such a program was then sought through
the county. The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
stepped up with a large donation to begin the @nogr
which is a partnership of Battered Women'’s Shelter, Aside from the number of children who have beenubh
Victim’s Assistance program, and Children’s Hospita the program thus far, one of its biggest victohias been its
Thus the Children Who Witness Violence Program was rate of measurable success observed in the chiithas
born. served. The children are measured three times
throughout their time in the program for
components of Post Traumatic Stress behavior suc
as: anxiety, depression, conduct disorders, motor
tension, socialized aggression, and attention
problems. Research following those who have
completed the program has shown marked reductic
in all areas of these components.

This program really focuses on the child’'s
perception of the violence he or she has
witnessed,” says Faix. “This violence can
in the home, on the street, or the result of g
accident. It can be domestic violence, hom|
cide, a sexual crime. Really anything violef
that a child has witnessed that will forever
change the way that child functions.” ex- “Itis just so great to know that the program iskma
plained Regina Saunders, one of the Crisis ing a real and measurable difference, just asst wa
Intervention Team members who offers direct intended to do, with so many children.” says Faix.
service to children immediately after an experienas “And, by the time people read this article, we wpitbbably
occurred. well into our 1050th case!”
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Barbara Adams, former WKDD morning radio personalit
again MC the Reverse Raffle

BA says: “it is such a great night, | would come even if | weren'’t the
Master of Ceremonies. Everyone should see what this night is all
about!!!”
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Re-Gift :You may have received
something that is new but you
have never used, either be-
cause you don't like it, or have
no use for it. This item could
be used in any number of bas-
kets, prizes, or combination lots

Donate Your Passion: _ You may
have a special hobby, like making
jewelry or growing flowers. Donating
the object of your obsession could be
a great way to help BWS, and let oth-
ers see what you've ——————
been up to.

for the raffle.

One Man'’s Groceries.... You
know that special wine
or gourmet vinaigrette

that you love to use?
Why not pick up an
extra the next time
you go to the market
and drop it by the
BWS Administration
Office for the raffle?
The item does not
need to be expensive
to be used in our
most important fund
raiser of the year!

Gift Us With A Certificate : Don't be
afraid to ask your hair dresser, plumber,
bakery, child’s dance instructor, florist, or
the owner of your favorite hang-out for a
gift certificate donation to our raffle. One
of the main reasons people do not donate

Please help us to canvas sponsors we haven't even thought
of yet. Of course they'll help....it is a tax write-off!!

| can do that! Do you have a
service business? You can
always donate a gift certificate for
whatever it is you do! It is Tax
Deductible...and might give you a
new client, repeat business, or a
uture referral!

Clean out Your Closet! You never

to silent auctions is because they were not specifically asked.

know what you have hiding in there
that might be raffle-worthy!! Now that
you know what that is...start thinking
about what things you may have that
can help us make the reverse raffle a
night with something for everyone!




The Battered Women’s Shelter

has come a long way in the past 29 years$
of service to the community. But resting
on our laurels is not our style. Our clients

and client base have ever changing neecs.

Therefore, it is our mission to keep up
with these changing needs in order to prc-
vide the best possible place for those who'
experience domestic violence and its cri-
sis-bound conditions to safely seek peace

#

$%%&
(

and heal. )*

The following two pages are loaded with
information about what we were able to| "
accomplish in 2005. These accomplish- | |
ment are the result of the dedication of our ' '
staff and our commitment to partnering
with other agencies in our community.
They are also made possible by those wtio
believe in and help support our mission.

COURT ADVOCACY - Court Advocates help clients to secure protlsc-
tion orders and manage their temporary protectiders if their domestic
violence case resulted in an arrest of their abu€ewurt advocates also
help clients navigate a sometimes confusing syshenmg a difficult
time.

This year:

I Two new Judges and a new Prosecutor started ahthef 2005- We
continue to monitor those courtrooms and work diosgth the new
Judges to increase awareness surrounding Domestende Cases

\We have taken advantage of the many Domestic Vielérainings to
keep our knowledge of the new laws up to date

.0 . -
% & \We have added several new volunteers to our teanctease our ability

to serve the many clients that inquire for servicesur office

\We have been successful at creating a good reddtiiprvith Domestic
Relations Court in order to have a private roomu®to discuss cases
with our clients and prepare them to enter intorcand face their abusé

=

[Medina Court Advocates have worked incredibly harébrge and en-
hance relationships with the courts that will nepchaving a positive
effect on clients.
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Step Il - Step Il is the agency’s Transitional Housing Unit that has 10 individual apartments. The clients can live there while work-
ing on educational and job skills that will enable them to live an independent life after their stay with us.

According to statistical tracking, Step Il served 97 women and 159 children in 2005, providing 9,111 nights of shelter.

Step Il enjoyed several playground improvements this year, most notably a basketball hoop assembled by BWS Volunteer of the
Year, Mickey Heckman. This summer the basketball hoop provided hundreds of hours of fun and a healthy outlet for the children,
residents and staff of the shelter

In September of 2005 the Step Il staff office was moved into apartment no.2 giving us more space and a better set up to serve
clients. In addition to this the Step Ill manager’s office was relocated to Step Il. With the move a third computer station was added
to the office, which alleviated multiple staff members sharing too few computers.

Step Il residents received afternoons of pampering and relaxation on several occasions this year, including one event provided by
Project Day Maker and repeated visits to the Dillard’s Hair Salon. Both programs offered residents much-enjoyed hair cuts and
hairstyling, manicures and makeovers.

During the month of December, work was begun to replace the boiler in our building. Residents and staff alike look forward to its
completion and to having a more comfortable, better-heated building.
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FAMILY VIOLENCE COURT
The program continues to assist clients through what is usually their first  re-
ported incident of Domestic Violence-providing them with support services and $
referrals.
This year added a new full-time Advocate to the program.
0,
The EIP/STC classes have added updated materials has opened up more oppor- %
tunities for several agency staff to facilitate these classes
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In the Fall of 2005, the BWS received a grant to target its outreach efforts to minority communities in
Summit County. This grant, entitled the “Stop Domestic Violence” Minority Outreach Program of the
Akron Community Foundation was made possible through the Women’s Endowment Fund.

The objectives of “Stop Domestic Violence” were two-fold. There was a need to reach out to
minority communities within Akron because there was a lack of people from those communities who
were using our services and programs. BWS also wanted to educate ourselves about the types of
products, foods, and personal items we needed to have in the shelters so that when people from the
minority communities did come to us, our facilities were ready to fulfill their needs.

“It has been a slow but steady process, “ says Rita Christie Nelson, BWS Outreach Manager.
“There is so much secrecy and silence surrounding the dynamics of domestic violence to begin with.
Pair that with approaching very closed communities to talk about this issue, and there are some
very real barriers. But we have remained optimistic,” Rita added.

By partnering with the Akron Urban League, we have been able to get people involved who believe
in the mission. “We are hoping to partner to provide culturally sensitive, educational programs that
will let people in our community know that this is something we need to talk about and work on to-
gether, ” Says Lynda Nation, Vice President of Operations at the Akron Urban League.

The project, ideally, launches a series of educational presentations to various groups within the tar-
geted communities. Presentations are made by a member of the outreach team. The team is com-
prised of members from minority communities who are interested in carrying this message forward.
Sheila Simms, case worker for the Transitions Program at the Urban League, has stepped up to the
role of project team captain, and is currently looking for new speakers and new opportunities and
audiences for the educational presentation.

If you are interested in scheduling a speaker for a group to which you belong, or if you are inter-
ested in becoming a speaker for the Stop Domestic Violence Minority Outreach Program, please
call 330-374-0740 ext. 28 for more information.

RIGHTS: ‘ NATIONAL CRIME VICTIMS' RIGHTS WEEK
G APRIL 23-29, 2006

I'$ %" & The Office of Victim Services (OVS) at ODRC publishes yearly a
book of poems written and illustrated by victims and survivors. This publication provides an outlet to many victims
and survivors to express their loss and/or remember their loves ones that are taken away from them.

OVS is currently accepting submissions for the publication. Submissions can be poetry, short stories, artwork or
sketches. Any survivors wishing to submit their work for publication should contact Lori King or Heather Smith at
the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Corrections Office of Victims Services at 1-888 842-8464.

Victim’s Rights Week Respects and Honors Survivors: At a recent Summit County Domestic Violence Coalition
meeting, two survivors of domestic violence spoke about their experiences with the shelters and programs they had received
from the Battered Women Shelter. Both women, one who stayed in shelter and one who accessed us through legal advocacy,
bravely recounted the violence that occurred in their relationships. They both spoke about their initial shame, their confusion,
and the strength it took to finally close the door on that violent chapter of their lives and seek peace. They both spoke of the
help they had received from support groups and from others who had shared their own stories with them. Though each situa-
tion was different on so many levels, each woman told about similar feelings, experiences, and awe at how many people
really did care at a time when they thought that they were completely alone.

It is never easy to publicly share victimization of any kind, especially when society tends to blame crime victims in an attempt
to, consciously or subconsciously, tell themselves “It cannot happen to me.” Unfortunately it does happen to so many, and
we can never control in our own lives when something may happen to us. If it ever does happen it is important that the victim
be treated with dignity and be given much support.

April 23 - 26, 2006 is National Crime Victims Awareness Week. Please consider doing something that week that will honor
the memory and strength of all crime victims. Your local newspaper will have local events. More information can be found at
the national crime victims web address: http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/ovc/ncvrw/welcome.html

A candlelight vigil will be held at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church,1361 W. Market Street, Akron, on Sunday April 23, 2006 at 6:00
pm to honor local survivors and victims and their families. For more information call VAP at 330-376-0040.
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Someone in Medina County must
have said something!! That is
what a very grateful BWS staff is
thinking after receiving some
extremely generous food dona-
tions from two businesses in Me-
dina county.

The first donation came in from
Westfield Group Companies.

Each year, Westfield
participates in a Harvest for
Hunger drive along with their
annual giving campaign for
United Way. The collected
donations are usually split
between 3 to 4 recipients.
The recipients are chosen by
a committee that nominates
several shelters and helping
agencies throughout Medina
and Summit Counties, be-
cause so many of Westfield's
employees live in these coun-
ties. Event planners vote to
choose the recipients.

This year, Battered Women'’s
Shelter of Summit & Medina
Counties was lucky enough to be
chosen as one of the recipient
finalists for this food drive.

The Westfield drive usually brings
in a total of three to five-thousand
food items each year.

This year, however, Harvest for
Hunger organizers Patricia Doyle
and Nancy Starner thought they’'d
make it interesting.

They offered a Pizza and Pop
Luncheon prize to the department
that donated the largest total
items of food.

The departments answered back
by collecting 8,429 food items to
be split between their three shel-
ters picks for this year.

(+

Pictured below are left to right: Rita
Christie Nelson and Terri Heckman
of BWS, and Nancy Starner and
Patricia Doyle of Westfield Group,
along with what consisted of our
entire 15 passenger Van stuffed
top to bottom with food. Way to Go
Westfield! We Thank You!!

Giving to BWS is also nothing new
to Curves of Medina. The ladies at
Curves are conducting their annual
food drive for BWS.

Last year, Curves collected over
10.6 million pounds of food for
shelters nationwide! That is more
than 3 million pounds more than
the year before, and every year
keeps getting better!

During the Curves Food Drive,
Curves around the country waive
the regular service fee for anyone
who brings in a bag of non-
perishable food and joins between
February 27 and March 11.

“The Curves Food Drive Promaotion
is very exciting!” said Sandy Hoo-
ver, the new owner of Curves in
Medina.

“Our goal for 2006 is to collect
2006 pounds of food!”

) % (

Each bag of food is weighed and
the running total is recorded for
each store participating in the drive
nationally.

Medina Curves is off to a really
good start! The weeks of February
27th and March 7th yielded over
650 pounds of food!
“We all have a chance to help so
many people at a time when the
food banks are lowest and at the
same time help more women in
reaching their fithess and health
weight loss goals. It is a win-win
for everyone,” adds Ken Hoover,
co-owner of the Medina Curves.
Anyone still wishing to participate
can drop off non-perishable food
donation at Medina Curves any
Saturday in March during busi-
ness hours. Curves is located
behind Staples at 3725 Drive in
the Stonegate Plaza.
Pictured below is BWS Medina’s
own Kathy Henninger being
helped by Curves Associate,
Rachel with the week’s food dona-
tion.
Thanks Curves!! You're Amazing!!
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